" 3,000 WOULD-BE BRIDES
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‘ bers of the club, bachelors all, young for
.+ the most part and nearly all in the cattle

‘ously last February, in several newspapers
& of the Fast.

- of Meeteetse.

' Neat.

OFFER THEMSELVES TO TIHE
BACHELORS OF WYOMING.

A Flood of Letters From Women All Over
the Country Brought by the Anmounces
ment ‘That the Gray Bull Club of
Meeteetse Was Looking for Wives,

The Gray Bull Club of Mesteetse, Wyo.,
formed to encourage the importation of
wives into that womanless land, had not |
been runnir g two months before it received
8,000 offers of matrimony from women all |
over the United States. There is an em-
barrassment of riches for the bachelors of
Wyoming, 'for the Gray Bulls number only
1,000.

Newspaper publieity did it.

The mem-

businees, decided to make their wants
known through the Fastern press. A |
newspaper correspondent wrote an artiole [
about it, which was published simultane- [

The Gray Bulls didn't promise immediate
matrimony. They realized that Wyomirg
was shott of women; and they promised to
be good to any maid or widow who immlie
grated, to find her employment if she needed
it, ard then to let the law of sex attraoction
do the rest. It was felt that any enterpris-
ing girl, once established in that country of
great demand, would be able to pick her
man and superman him.

The first result was flattering in the ex-
treme. The local post office was choked
with letters to Mr. Barrow, the secretary.
Most of the 8,00) lettera arrived the firat
week, but there have been scattering re-
sponses ever since. Women of New York
and its environs sent about 383,

Now the olub is abla to report that it
has imported more than 100 of the 8,000,
fourd them places in the Territory, and left
the rest to their own powers of attractfon
and the ardent wooing of the cowpunchers

From the New York letters a few samples
have been culled. |

It is hard to tell whether this one expects
to be taken seriously or is just joshing the
Gray Bulls:

“1 would prefer a man who was kind and
good, with a million or over, for although
I am not mercerary, it is much more easy
to be happy with money than without, and
I believe in being honest in regard to the
matter—then there can be no mistake. Tam l
capable at managing a house in every detail, |
as I have always lived home with my mother
but now my parents are both dead and T am ’
alone, €0 I mist make a change of some |
kind; but T will not marry a poor man. !

“T am mueical, have a college edncation, l
and am able to tale care of myself, but I
feel as if I would like a man sixty or over
to take care of me always.”

A widow in Brooklyn savs that she has a
uister In Wyoming and wonld ke to have
a husband out there so that she could be
near her sister. She adds:

“T am honest, uprizht and a Christlan
woman, Don't fool or want to be fooled
with, as Tam sincere. Cheerful disposition,
Understanding honsekeeping in all its
branches, and sewing.

“Would like a gentleman anvwhere
from 45 to 60, even older if he has means to |
take care of him in his old age, as I am a
good nure also. I wou'd give the best of |
care and kind treatment as a good wife |
should. T have a gentleman I'am keeping |
with. My sister got such a nice husband |
1 think I much rather have a Western |
man.” !
From Harlem comes this busineaslike |
statenent of requirements: |

“Y saw in Sundav's paner an advertise- |
ment about your place saving there wera !
8o many bachelors I thought I would wri'e |
to you and =ee if von could find one to suit
me. I want a dark complexioned man,
loving disposition, for I recuvire a good
deal of attention, I am a widow, 35, blue
eyes and dar't brovn hair. Some peonle !
say good looking. 5 feet 8 inches in heigth, |
work as a saleslady in a bakery from 6:30 |
A.M. to 7:30 P. M. Long hours, don't you
think? Horing that this will reach the
eye of some good man.”

This one makes no sacret of her anxiety:

“To Whom it may Concern seeing an Ad
fn the Paper about the Orgarize Club of
a Thousand menbers to get help-mates
1 take the opportunity of answering the
same, I am a strong Healthy woman of
45 years was never married but if I got
acquainted with some good end worthy
man wonuld appreciate a good Catholiac
woman I would not hasitate, No other
need reply. Can give good references and
exvect the same. Horirg to hear from
you before going into further detail I re-

mein anxinne's, ;
A girl of White Plains wants a cowboy

husband and hopes that the letter will be
banded to a cowboy between 25 and 35,
tall, dark, need not be handsome, but
bonest, and able to support a family. To
such she promises a photograph of herself
in “cowboy girl costume.”

A young woman of Dobbs Ferry writes
In a business college hand a most alluring
aooount of herself and says:

“Just any old man won't do, either.”

A young woman of Harlem calls the
sttention of the secretary of the Gray Bulls
%o the fact that she cannot imagine a greater
tragedy than to go West and after marrying
find that neither is congenial to the other.
She wants a man of innate refinement;
otherwise he would be devoid of sentiment.
However, this one spoils her chances with
the truly loyal citizens of Wyoming by
oconcluding:

“1 do not desire to bleach my bones eo
far from home."

This comes from an address not far from
Grameroy Park:

“I am English and have been out West.
1 like the West very much and would like
to go West again. I am Episcopalian. I
am Farning my Living as a cook. I would
perfer a English, Scoteh or American age
about 40. I am a good Housekeeper and
Have good Refances. Am tall and

Fair.”

A young woman of Greenwich village,
25 years old and of alluring specifications,
wante a man not more than ten or twelve
years older than herself,but if those are all
gone she will take one from fifteen to twenty
years older.

A young woman of Albany says that there
are abcut twenty-eight girls to a man in
her neighborhood. 8he wants a kind
hearted 1aan, but she thinks that every one
in the West is “that way.”

A Jewish widow with a daughter 22 years
old, but with no other incumbrances, wants
a good Jewish husband. A woman of
White Plains writes on behalf of a friend
who is too modest to take her pen in hand
for that purpose, asking what the “fair”
is out to Wyoming, as she thinks of send-
ing her friend there for a husband.

A woman of the West Side, past 40 and’
still “Miss,” wants a man 45 years old.

“Dislike a man with whiskers,” she says.
*Either smooth shaven or mustacho.”

A Southern widow, residing temporarily
in New York, writesx tlree pages of her
genealogy and takes a shy at Northern
women,

)
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“I can understand how New Eng'and fur-
nished the largest quota. This city is over-
run with New Englanders. Why, they bave
forsaken all the past traditions they may
have possessed—'Home and Home Cooking,'
the rostrum, preachers, real estate. dooc-
tors, lawyers, &o., and last but not least to
ran automobiles. It seems to me that every
womanly woman attribute has been given
up by the Northern women to sce If they
can't beat man in the game of life.”

In conclugion the writer wishes the Gray
Bull Club every joy “iu this life and even in
the life to come.”

One woman, a great deal more modest
than some of the rest, wonders if they will
conslder a candidate of 83 years. A Brook-
lyn woman aska if the members of the club
are intelligent and enlightened. If they
are, she knows of several women there-
abouts, women of refirement and good
familles, who would aprreciate Western
husbands. They could start in as teachers,
she says, but they would not be averse to
marriage. Aa for herself, she doesn’t want
a Westorn husband.

A charitable woman of New York writes
in behalf of the two women who run the
boarding house where ahe livea. She thinks
that they would make good mates for
ghod men. Thay are of German parentage
and speak both English and Hurgarian.
8he wante for them t wo good, serious West.-
ern men—no triflers.

Still anothgr helper of her eex lives far
out on Broadway. She is happy herself, as
it is, but ehe knowa several women who
need husbands and will be glad to furnish
their addrerses,

A Brooklyn waman has two sisters and
two friands “in the fleld,” as ahe expresces
it. They are aqually divided betveen wife
and widow and range from 8" to 48.

To top off the altruiatic ofiers, a whole
olub throws itself at the head of Montana,
The letter, which comes from Albany, is
ai follows:

“The Soainty of ——
to the gentlemen eof your club. Our
society unumbers thirty. Our members
are expert housskeepers and are well edu-
ocated. Some are beautiful. The causes
of our single blessedness are many, but
would not interest you.

sends greetings

The caus2s of the |

like condition in your club are, we under= |

stand, the want of women's society. We
desire to know the desires of vour mem-

bers.”
A widow of 38 wants to start ag house-
keeper. She is not especially inclined to |

matrimony, unless ehe can find her affinity,
The following letters need no cormment:

“The writer is of the blond (natural
type, some 5 feet 5 inchas in height, walghs
182 pounde, fair complexion, excellent
health, Jovial nature; fond of musle, art,
literatnre and a fair housekeeper. Not
prejudiced in any way to religious beliels.
All are good!

“Young? Yes, still young. The twentvy
and nine years that have passed have left
few traces on my brow or haart, * * * [
know quite a little of the Golden West, as I
frequently visit relatives in Chicago.”

The men o the great, hig West want
wivas, and here is one girl willing to ail in
supplying the demand:

“I am 20, with the disadvantags of look- |

ing about 17. [ am not heautiful, not e ven
pretty. I am short, of slight build.
tunately, my hands and feet are both in
proportion, being small, well shaped and
not entirely unbeautiful,

“My hair is an undecided brown; I am
extremely pale; mv nose is frankly bad:
my mouth is small and rather too firmly
sot; my lower jaw is square and detarmined
as a man's should be.

“The strong npoints that redeem mv face
from actual ugliness ara my eyes, large and
deep blue, with long lashas, my broad,
intellectual forehead, and myv eyehrows,
whioch are well arched and strong.

“My entire appearance Iindirates not
beauty but the refinement of birth and
education. In short, I loo' quite the kind
of girl who would not write a letter like
this.

“In aharacter 1 am frank, honest, proud,
very stubborn. T have a violant temner,
over which, howaver, I exercis2 remarkabla
control, T am generons, loyal, a gyl
friend.

“I beliave in Iave, but hata sentimentality.
1 belong to & good fimily, bat am lacking
in all that important commolity, mornav,
After meveral years of studv, my health
has failed and with it my hop2s and ambi-
tions, * * * Is thers in vour club anvy man
—a dark man, one who is strong g3 nerous,
well educated—amanly man? If thereis. lat
him send his pisturé and news of himself
to me at once.”

“Iam a blonde (spoken of as a reddish
blonde), 33 years old, and a widow. Pink
and white complexion—egkin as soft as a
baby's—small hands and feet—eyes a
bluish gray. Health has alwavs been
good, with the exception of indigestion
and an attack of nervous prostration, from
which, I think, I bave fully recovered.

“It doer not seem modest to find out
one's good points and talk or write about
them. Do you think so? Well, there's
nothing more which I can write about
myself unless it is that usually I am a fa-
vorite with both women and men of all
nations—that is, should I come out of my
shell and show myself.”

“Sm—I read your advertissment faunt
quite interesting. So I will traie to de-
scribe my pereonalite. I realy wich I
cut. visit that place.

“] am a midle age widow. Brunet, no
byeaty, but plesent and sympatetique
to any true soul and square nature, I
have a need and slendy figureful of energie
and interpriser.

“Only I need a Husband with meaning
to help me. I have a good, congenial
nature, love Home, and good Housekeep-
ing. I am Italianne bgm, but German
father, 18 years in America. I speak
Italien, French, inglish and German.

“Nice luk it is very plesent, but good
pature I prefer. Before I sent to you
my photo. I would like tu be sure you have
receivet this leter. So accorting to your
enswerer 1 will do.”

A twenty-five-year old applicant from
Brooklyn, while of a loving nature, “will
never be hung for her beauty.” Dancing
is one of her accomplishments, but she
doubts if it will be of any use to her in that
oountry.

A girl of The Bronx says that she is “a
dear little lady,” five feet one inch tall,
and weighing 104 pounds. She would
like to correspond with a “nice, noble
hearted gentleman who would appreciate
a kind, loving wife.”

A petite brunette writes that she is “very
domesticated and intelligent.” She has
had trouble, so far, in meeting “the right
party."”

A business woman sends a fat letter with
a photcgraph of herself taken weveral years
ago. She tells 1l about her last matrimo-
nial venture, which left her a widow.

One widow past 86 says that she wae
forced to get a divorce from her late hus-
band. A widow of 50 wants to hear from
“the finest in the lot” of the Big Horn bache-
lors.

Enclosed with a photograph of a young
woman whom any free citizen of the West
should be able to love without straining

Fore H

himself any is a letter, a. ber of
the old Plymouth f‘hurct in Brooklyn,
who wants a pure God-fearing man,

A woman who is to be 'addressed at the
general delivery window, wants a gentleman
with truly manly qualities who is not intem-
perate nor a gambler. She says that she
does not write from lack of opporturities,
but solely because she loves the Western
country.

This is written on a large sheet of ruled
paper:

“Have been reading the comment in to-
day's paper regarding the Gray Bull Club.
It has ocourred to me that possibly among
its many members i may find a fit companion
for life.

“Doubtless many of these gentlemen
are possessed of great wealth. This fact
alore would not tempt me to write you
on euch a eacred subject,. I have heard
much corcerning the wild ard woly west
while i know that Automobiles don't run
up trees and telegraph poles i do believe
many of these gentlernen would be a better
hushand than the average fnghionably
dressed man of New York. ‘

“I am a young woman of 18 years b feet 5
inches tall weighing 180 lbe. Sufficient???
Dark brown hair and large blue eyes. Pos-
sibly i would change and improve in the
Western Atmosphere.

“If you think you can pick me out the right

man don't lose any time. Whether his
name Le John or Bill, he must be of a jovial
rature, kird ard affectiorate. He may be
of any religion no objection and CUSS to
himself when things don't please him.
“I understand that you require a photo-
graph ard as they are not very expensive
could furnish one. I trust you will favor
me with an early reply for this is my first
attempt canvassing for a husband. And
remember that young girls are casily dis-
conraged and Valentine's Day i coming.”

Two school teachers in the very fine fields
of Olean write together to put inan applica-
tion. Savewal young ladies of Rochester,
through one of theirnumbe:, offer to reduce
the number of bachelors in Wyoming.

A “*clever little widow"” of Tuxedo Park
wants a man who does not use liquor or
intoxicating drinks and who would ape
preciate her. Another writes from New
York that the city is a howling wilderness
g0 far as men are concerfied.

“A woman who wantsa man for a husband

| can't find them here,” she expliins,

“Looks don't count; most of us would be
dead if they did.,” w-ites & woman who
wants & broad minded man who doesn't
drink. Shedoesn't care for style, “although
I have been surrounded with it all my
life.”

A gi-l from the upper West Side prefaces
her letter with this apology:
ner.”

With a photograph which is certainly a
strong recommendation comes this letter:

“As T am willing to marry if I can get the |

right man, Itake the liberty of writingto you
I want a man, a real man in every sense of
tle word, who is strong, healthy, sober
and honest, one who loves and
wornen and would shoot a man for insulting
a good woman. A big, whole souled man
who could not do a mean little trick and
who loves every living thing from a big
hose to a tiny flower,

“In the gremt West I believo there are
guch men and a2 man like that T would love
with my whole heart and I would try to
make him the best of wives.
East in the large ciiies the human feelinga
of most men are killed by their desi‘e to
get rioh and then the many temptations,
the luxuries of the club, &o., ruins the
happy married life.

“Is there & min among you that every
ranchman and miner loves and resiects,
and if so and If it will not be too much
trouble will you give him this letter? I
want the best man ia the Basin and I sup~
posa he will want to know what I bave to
offer him in return.”

§)e adds the e~ecifications.

A Rissian girl of Ga'man parentags
wiiles:

“I have no time to go out and 8o no cha
to meet gentlemen, Now, as I am gejtina
older 1 would lite to have somnebody ‘to
love me and for some one to taks cire of
[ would like to in retirn, I don't look for
$50,000. 1 want a good, kind hsarted hus-
band a bout 45 to 50 yeais cld. A nice,
clean home,as I have no money in return
to give. I am a true, since & woman."”

he writer «f the next one sends at the
top of her lstter a stanp photozraph of
the Bowe'y echool showing her in cowe
girl clothes airing aevolver.

1 he next after that sends her photograph
in tamer cocsturre, “1o show that I am not
a f1eak,” she sive.

“We both are in our twenty-first birth-
dav,” w1ite two others who apply juintly.

F.om Cornwall, Urange countv, wiites a
werran of €5, who wants no dude or geat
awell, but jnst a loviag, biz he ried man.
She savs she i3 not gi idy, but sensible.

An applicant fro n f irthest Harlem sends
an att active photomaph of two gi ls,
snapped in their St uday clothes ageinst a
stone wall, the nigh one being labell2d in
pencil “mme.” She snﬁ'a:

“1 don 't feel that the man who would fall
to my lot would have a great deal to regret,
but on the contrary am conceited enough
to beliave that he would considar hi nself
fortunate. As to digpogiiion mine is nog the
sweetest in the world, for once in a while,
and sometimes twioe in a while I give some
practical demonstrations of temper, but
did yeu ever seb a gi | without a tenper
that was worth anything? I never did.

“Herewith, enclose photograph of my-
gelf and gi | Niend, youre truly being on
the 1ight, and in this way you can judge
for yourgelf whether I was fortunate or
unfortunate in having such a faoe selected
for e to wear the rest ofimy life.

“7 would want a man of a kind, oon-
siderate disposi.ion, and who would not
come home at 3 A. M. and try to unlock
a door with a poker chlr——not a saint, by
any means, but a man w th a good heart—
and while we all admire a ‘good looker’
this, of course, would not be necessary,
although I must say I prefer large men
80 shou.d you have any on the wamngblist.
answering this description whom you think
I might euit, have him answer my letter
and let's see if Fate decrees t{m am to
be the wife of a Big Horn Bachelor.”

The last letter ia the compiiation is a
complaint of New York from a woman of
tha suburba: ‘ e

“Thae newspaper clipping which was
handed to me by a friend who belisves [
am daft on the sul ject of living a life such
as you enjoy on a ranch pleas:d me very
much and so I vowed to answer.

“Now, this is not a spasm I have which
will not last longer than a week or so, but
a great wish a1d longing to live a life com-

aratively out of doors. Free to enjoy
he f{resh air and sunsaine. Nowdo not
think for a moment that 1 am a New York
grafier. 1 am not out for the ‘Mun' but 1
an tired of living so dull a life.

&Now, hwe is a sketoh. I gat up at 6
every momin; and hustle to get dressed
and eat, or half eat my treakfast, run far a
train. ride twenty-two miles to New York
city in a crowd d train, get in a mad rush
i1 tha subway, and rush from there to the
office. I am a bookkeeper so have a dull
position working on figures all day.

“At night 1 leave tha office at .6 to repeat
tha travel of the morning. Canyouimagine
any one of the 1,000 doing that?

“I am geuinﬁ desperate. 1 simply can-
not s and the life much longer. All you
hear in New York is ‘step lively," ‘move on,’
‘stop pushing,’ ‘human hoge,’ and numerous
other things.

“Y am a plain girl. Have always passcd
in a crowd. | rought up to be usefus.
Pleasa don't think I am a dried up old maid,
Why, this is my first year on the shelf. I
am 26 years old in March and love fun to
the limit,

“Now, Mr. Secretary, you just see that
this letter finds its way to 1-1,000 of your club
and tell him I will die gamo and stick to
anything I say. Yours for the ranch.”

“It i8 not |
usual for me to seek a hushand in this mane |

resnects |

AMERICK'S CRY FOR BAIR.

PRICES TREBLED IN THE LAST
FOUR YEARS.

Furope Meets Part of the Demand of New
York Wemen, China a Part and the
Goats of Turkestan Supply Some More
—PBusy Times In a Blond Hair Factory.

In thesa days a woman may manaie
very well with hats and gowns of domestic
manufacture, but sae cannot get on without
imported halr, for the reas>n that the bulk
of the human halr usad in America comes
from:Europe,

One of New York's dozen of {mporters
of human hair desribed the presint de-
mand for fa'ss hair by eaying that. his own
importatiors alone cors!sted of saven or
cight camsas at a time, each containing
between 400 and 500 poundt of hair. To give
an idea of how many s»pacate articles this
quantity of hair would make, he pointed
out that a two ounce switch is long and
thizk, that a curly, luxuriant pompadour
weighas perhaps one ounce, and that a flat
front mane of fine quality weighsoven less.
Curly bangs, puffa and curls weigh much
le-s than an ounce.

Dealers agree that the prices of the finest
halr have almost tre led in the last four
years on account of the increas:d'demand,
and alsy becavss hair of the finest qualities
is sarce: They add, though, that thirty
years ago New York women who wore the
waved fronts in fashion then paid- bigger
prices for’them than are charged now for
eimilar articles.

“Twenty-filve years ago there were women
who paid $150 for a enall waved piece of
gray hair which now could be purchas>d
for little more than half that sum," siaid a
dealer, “and for two reasi»ns

“There wug little competition in those
days, and good workmef were s-arce.
Put the two things together and it meant
that the few men in the business had a
sort of corner on hair goods.”

A Frenchwoman who started in busi-
ness in this city twenty-five years ago thinksa
that the difference in price is explained in
part by the diTerence in workmanehip. The
average work turned out formerly was far
better than the average hair work now, sho
believes. Sald &he:

“I must admit that superb work iz done
now and also that styles are far more beau-
tiful, that we have dozeus more varieties
than the hair market included twentv-five

| years ago and that the working appliances

—the neeles, the blocks, the nettiug, every-
thingin fact used in the hair business now—
tend toward the production of almost per-
fect specimens of hair work In a minimum
of time.

“Nevertheless, In spite of all these advan-
tages, none of us can show higher class ex-
amples of hair work than those turne | out
in the days when it was the excaption for
a young woman with an ordinary heal of
hair to invest in a false pompatiour. When
I startel in business thera was only one
quality of work—the best—handed out to
customers; now there seemn to be many
grades, ranging from best to worst, and
almost as many qualities of hair.”

The best hair dealers all say much the

rame thing. None but first class workmen |

are emploved in their establishments and

| only natural hair of natural eslor is in their

Here in the

stock! Chinese pigtails disgnised may

l adorn the heads of some of New York's

most attractive women, but if so it would
not be easy to trace them to a Fifth avenue
or Broadway hair shop.

“Only the best qualitias in natural eolors
comprige our stock,” said one. “This applies
even to the blond shades, of which thera are
dozens—drabs, lighter and darker; goldens,
flaxen, ash blond and all sorts of re is—and
which are far more expensive than the

‘arker colors because harder to get, Swelen
and Germany give us most of the lizht
shaas.

“Undoubtedl thera is corgiierable
bland hair in the retail &' o es whirh 0 igj-

Al

to carry it to a halr dealer.  Mere combin
vary in length from 8 to 40 inches, the ’
of oourse, regulnth;ﬁ the prioce, and ore
they cam be dressad at all they must le
le kled, that is, separated wih an {.stru-
ment not unlike a steel rake, and then
tu'x:nod. the roots one way, the ends an-
other.

“Twenty years ago, or 8o, a first class
workman could turn_ only two unds
of combings a day. Now he can do fifty

unds, and at that time it cost us $25 to
“leach one pound of hair, which now we
can |leach for $4. This will explain why
human hair fetched a higher price many
years ago than now. ' -

“The newer process of turning? Well,
it is mimply this. The ocomltings after
heiy#‘x heckled, instead of being separated
by hand, are put in warm soap suds, when
ancor’ing to a law of gravity the roots,
whick are the heavier, stay down and the
ends ourl up.

“Owing to the limited supply of first
and second quality hair, and the tremen-
dous demand for false hair not at top notch
r'rioeu, ’dlrnh‘ers havc; ytio help Etin:dmsola'es ang
the public by su ng at and muc!
cheaper grmre 'f)phair.ﬁ' the dealer said in
answer to a question. .

“This for the most part is Chinese hair
and mcatly combings, Unless the China-
man rencurces his religion he doesn't dare

to p rt with his queue.
“There is nothing the matter with Chinese
hair. 1L is

1 ﬁmd’ strong hair and would
"' bring a8 high a price as any were it not
j that it is very course and alwuys nearly
{ blick in color. Corsequently nearly every
( eurco of it must be bl& ched and dyed be-
| fore it is rendy for the market, for no one
1 ;)uya huir of the ocolor of natural Chinese
L.

“In the process of bleaching, the hair is
thinned a litile with acids ard by the time
it gces threugh the L st touches (hinese
hair can hardly be told from the beat quality
except by a dealer who knows it at once
by the feel, Hera is a switch, for example,
which we have mude to order for one of the
retail huir de:lers to whom a customer
brought & saniple of her heir to be matched.
He cculdn't mateh it, nor is it likely any
other dealer in the city cculd, for the reason
thit her hair wos a remorkeoble shade of
red seldom or rever seen in fslse heir.”

Tho ewitch displayed, gloriously red in |

To a noviee the hair wi s all that could
The de:ler shook his head.

end.

be desired.

X THISKERS OR
NO WHISKERS ?

An English Humorist on the Advan-
tage Some Great Men Take
of Their Greatness.

BY FRANK BRI HABDSON.
(Author of “The Bayswater Miracie,'"'The Secret
Kingdom," &c.)

Why wear whiskers?

This is a question which must have oc-
curred to every thinking man and woman,
yet on this matter it is almost impossible
to obtain any authoritative information.

If you ask a man why he wears whiskers
or ask a man's wife why she allows him to
wear whiskers you get no information.
1t is possible that you may get abuse.

Obviously thess strange fittings serve
no good purpose. Although I have seen
men who oultivate such monstrous crops
that they resemble fins, yet it is probable
that they are useless for swimming pur-

Again, to the motorist they are a distinet
inconvenience. They get filled with dust.
Why does. no enterprising inventor pro-
duce nosebags for whiskers? Made of
sponge bag material and in various sizes
and produced at a reasonable figure, I
think considerable husiness might be done
in whisker bags for motorists.

As a matter of fact, for all outdoor amuse-
ments and pursuita the whisker is a distinct
inconvenience.

Some years ago there was a famous'
oricketer, & man known by the name of
Cock Robin, who cultivated his face fungus
to such an extent that before bowling it

was his practice to tie his natural ivy i g i
A quaint practice truly, | 6. Will~—==

behind his head.

——

diotionaries out of three do not know what
a whis €

Good. hu:fom!h‘Wo hll': t%ll’:on‘::;hk.
ers. Bome of us have Wo . yot
—and yet, we think they are really beards!

A& to woetner vae majority of great men
have worn beards in the true sense of the
word or been (acourately) clean shaven,
it is impossible to give an opinion that can
be of any 57@4\(. value—so much depends
on the conditions under which the aiieped

reat men .lived. Awulre {temps,
arbes,

The patriarchs were bearded, the Romans
and the Greeks were shaved olean, the
Elizabethans sat upon the fence, the Stuart«
and the Hapoverians wore no hair upo
their faces, except in the case of the former
a slight whisker on the upper lip and occa.

Gulres

| gionally the fancy fitting which is now called

an mperial.

With regard to the eighteenth centurw,
can you conceive & man in a powdere,
wig wearing a beard or—am I justified i1

i mentioning the word again—whiskers?

True, you may quote against me at tho

| bar to-day (the barrister's horse hair wig

and one calculated to alarm the batsman. |

ocolor, w & shiny, bevutiful to lock at and | 1 ot h of a cricketer myself, but
m.tched perfecily the «.mple pinned to the | fmn Ny mua y

I am quite sure I should ory aloud for help
if I were bowled at by a trundler who looked

“Feol of it," siid he, “and any one will | like an animated starilsh. .

quulities and heavier; and this is an extra
good piece, too.

_“Asa ru'e Chinese bair fetches about one-
| eighth the price of first qu. lity hair, some-
| times only ore-tenth s much. It is used
| LnrgN{ in o kinﬁiﬂnegm switches and wigs,
! for which there 1s a tremendous demand.
i By a certain process Chinese huir, which,

| detect that it is more glassy than the other
|

by the W«r is quite suiteble in color, can
be crinkled into & perfect imitation of negro
wool.

“So far no one has been able to manu-
facture a good in itation of human hai-,but
for all that there is a lot of stuff sold for
hair in New York and elsawhere which is
ot hair at all. It is ya's, the hair of a goet
found in Turkestan. and always cream
white. We import only the tails of the
animal, and these are covered with hair
somelimea thirty-two inch s long.

“In natural white hair it is not easvtoget
a s«witch longer than twenty-four inches,
and a two ounea awitch of first quality
white hair costs at retail about $150. Here is
some ya't befors it ir dressed.”

The make belisve hair displayed looked
cromething like wool before it is carded,
only mueh longer and les= fine, In responee
to the question “Can that ever be made to
lookgike hair’” the dealer produced a ewitch
of pbre white hair—beautiful hair, one
not in the sacret would say-—silky in an-
'uummc?, the long strands fine and dis-
( tinet,

! “Thig can ba combined very suoccessfully
with dark hair to make a soft gray and
ratailars have manv orders for wlhite

switches and pompadours at a low price
which thev can fill only by using ya',"” he
said. “Ne¢, T have never handled Indian
hair. The Indian values his hair teo highly
to part with it, [think. At any rate,'so far
as I know, there is none in the market.”

WOMEN AT THE BANK.
An OMcial Tells

Some of the Queer Thinge
They Do.

From the Boston Daily Advertiner,

M ny wom~on denositors do humorous
things in binks. Thev driw checks for
10 cents anl frequently have new bills
teste{ leat they should be counterfeit. Some
of them Insist upon having coins and bank
notes disinfected whila they wait Inste d

nally was davk, but it wll not be found
in f '&* cles concara.” :

Waverthe | s, alook i 1o the wo k rooms of
perhars the Ii=gest wholasile hai~ concen
in the city would sugges< that the s s li‘tla
elgs than bleached and dyed lieht hai-
in New York.

pounds of blek and vewy davk brown

hair was emaking in hig vars filla1 with

blewc”iig chemieals, gert quanii iss of

hai bleache | to a taway yillow and 8 aw

eald~ hung i1 one pound bnaches f-om

clothes lines d-yivg, heirs of the d-ied

tawny a'tinle we e s7rerd ont on tablas be-

lf)r;*r;]worknuan who made it ready for another
t

Mo=a hrir of the s2me 97t wascooking in

boiling liquids of di¥e ent shades of ecolo~ |

or unde‘going the final dressimg at e ill
othe tables. Thea we-e clothes lines,
too, hung with buich2s of pue wite hair
o~lv-—or to be accurate, e eam white hai-,
This had jus® eme'gel f'om a chewnical
bath w'!ich changed blick into white.

“Thes is ve-y li*tla natu-al gay o-
white hai* in the market,” ths manara-~
of this rlice confessal f-ankly. “Tie
hair of elderly reorla is ant to be thin and
not over and above healthy and natu-ally
the owne~s would not be inclined to part
with it even if deile ‘s wanted to buy. |

“All 8 1ades of g ay swi‘ches, fals) waves,
pompadours, &».,are n"o luce i by migli'g
whi‘e and blick o white and da“k b own.
All shades of white hai~ a~e tumne- out by |
means of bleaches. The-e are dozens of |
sdes of natu-al whi e hai* and thess we |
faithfully coun‘e‘feit by the aid of acids.

“Any retail dela~ will tell you that many |
women with white hai- object strongly to a
mnow tint in it, othe s object to blue whi‘e

i, and nnwsdnyn the dealer must be abla
to meet all these prefe ‘encas,

“It is no 1 nrer a quesiicn cf wnmenl
taking what they can get in the hair line,
but of the hair deale handing out what
the women want. What nature hos not
dom”a and will not do must be sapplied by
art.
“Ja the c-lor of thase manufactured
bl?n(i shades enduring?” the dealsr was
ased.

“Whv. ce-tainly. Jvst asenduringas‘h»
color of a piece cf eilk or woollen d ess
fmds' Heir growing on the head can't

e dved a fest oalor, for the i e son that it
can't be teated with cetain chemicals or
prt into a Fettleand beiled, afte- the fashi-n
¢f falss hai-, bt it's dife.ent with hair
afte~ it has been cut.

“What is known in the trade as first
,%uality hair is bought in Cermanv, Bohamio,

vgsia, Italv, Sweden and the north cf
France, principallv, and f'em hsalthv
peasant gi s by pedlé s, 8o callad, who do
nothing else but tiavel the country ove:
all the yexr round on th3a kot for bar-
gains in himan hai*. Toese men are ex-
po-ts in their bnsiness anl the e a'e n' t
manv ¢f them, for which reason they cin
regulate to s me extent prises in thay hiir
market, the fl'o'nati-ns in prioce indicating
the eape or difficalty with which hair is
ocllected,

“At one time many peasant gi ls were
wﬂlinﬂ to sell all their bair for a good price.
Then laws were prssad ' forbidding the prace
tica. As thinos tirned out, tha loss in rhe
quantity of hair brought to ma ket was naot
8n great as might be imacined. Ins'ead
of a few gi s catting off all their hair hun-
d eds cut out etrands [ om the back to sell,
On a healthy person the hiir grows rapidly,
achieving almcat full length again in a
ccuple of vea's or so, which explaine why
the hair supply never falls much below
the demand.

| t~ their cradit and dennsiting bills that they

In this rlice hund-e-ds of |

i to it thair pureaes, some of them in small
| round  balls,

| drawn bv a relative {n Tdaho and when she

of tiking new ones, while others ask for two
825 bills (n excta ige for one 870,
Drawing chetks when they've no money

hva carefully rolled into semall wnds are
a faw of the peculiarities of women who
h.ive hank neenunts,

“Women who deposit thousands of dol-
| Iars erch year do the moast extraordinary
th'ngs.” a1l a bink oMeial. “In handing
in bills. inste-d of laving them out flat, face
up, as thev should. they push them in, rolled

in most unusnal shaves, evid ‘ntly twisred

othars in triangles, ronelike
rolls or saquares, fol4ad éight to ten times,

“"Manv of the women have certain diys
fer dovositine their money and frequently
keen Iarge s1ms In their strong boxes at
hyme bacanse they hive biut one banking
di¥ "nido all business st th-t time.

“There are two women, well known in ro-
cistv too, who for yeirs have deposited the
s'm* amnnt eich time they ¢ me to the
bink. Onealw ys “ands in 2107, and several
timay when the check h's been for a few
cants lase T have seen her take the change
from her purss to make the deposit the re-
q'ra1 amarunt, :

“Ine af the sama'leet Amonints wa wearg
ever asked to receive was bronght in by a
woman, who da<troyved the cherk when she
fo'nd that exchance was charged on it.
This dapositor had a cheek for 10 cents

handed (t in the clerk told her that an ex-
charza of 10 cents was dve on it, ‘We|],
what will T zet ot of (t [f the charge [« 10
cents and the cheek is made for the pame
amnunt,’ she asked in an indignant tone.
Tha clerk exnlained to her in the mo-t con-
elliatory manner that [t was a role the banks
had with the'clearing honse that on all svms
from ot of town an exchange of 10 cents
uhf:" Id be charged on amounts of $100 and
undsr, 5

“Why then ehavld T hand in the cheek
{f T don’'t get tha money.' che queried. ‘I'd
rath>r destrny it.' and ta%ine the naper in
her finvers, tore it into a hundred pieces and
wal"ed o''t,

“There are sayaral of onr deapositors who
ston In on their way home from shopplng
to have money ditinfected bafare they nnt
it into their mirees. One of them, who be-
lives that dizdase ¢arms are transmitted by
bi'ls, coins, &, pits ajl the money she eatn
whila shopnint into a leather wajlet which
has beenywell fumicated and then tiirns the
contents in hare to ba cleaned bafore sh~
will pla~e it in hor purse. Another one al-
ways pits money she receives {n a long parer
envelope in which there are several, moth
ba ls and brings it tous for cleaning.

“Some of the women are) possessed with
the idea that they are always getting had
money, and dne of them fraquently'-asks us
to test & naw note inaned by our own bank
and signed by the president and cashier,
She never deposit® & dollar that shé doesn't
first ask if it (s & covnterfeit, ©

PO RSSO LR A
The Average Age of Birds. :

From the New Orleans TimessDemocrat,

The doctrina of vegetarianism appears to
" be slightly shaken by the result of an in-
vestigation that an.Dnglish newspaper has
made into the subject of the longevity of

’

birds. With one notible exception, the car-

“Second quality hair consists mes'ly
of comlings and 1t lrings almost as hiz;»
a price as first quality after it is-rrejared
for the retailers, becausa of the extra work
n to bring it

titiae in countries where labor is cheap.

“Nearly all Italian sho?
oomtings to mell, and, in fact, nearly every
lady in Europe puts carefully by her comb-
inge to sell or to hand over to a rervant
or to some poor acquaintance who is sure

( to prime condition. |
Comt mge are collected in verv larg» quan- |

girls save their |

rion or meat feeding b'rds are the longer |
|

lived, The exception is the swan. ; The aver-
age ages of some of the best known bhirdg are
given in the following: Blackbird lives 12
yvears: blackeap, 13 canary, 24: crane,

;!

ecrow, 100 eagle, 100: fowl, cormmon, 10; gold- |

finch, 15; goose, 50: heron, 50: tark, 13: linnet,
24; mightingale, I8: parrot, 80: partridge, 15
peacock, 24; palican, 650; pheasant, 15; pigeon.
20 raven, 100; robin, 12;: skylark, 30; groarrow
hawk, 40: swan, 100; throsh, 10, and wren, 3
yvears, ‘The average age of the bmz ng house
variety of chicken is still undetorm\nos.

For their utility, therefore, it seems to me
that nothing can be sald. As to their
asthetio value that, obviously, is nil. A
status of a god in whiskers would scarcely
appeal either to one's artistic or to one's
devotional sense. It would be quite as
bad as the statue of Mr. Palmer with the
umbrella at Reading.

Mr. Algernon Asnton lately approached
a leading newapaper in sairch of a deci:ion
as to whether the majority of the world's
celebrated men were clean shaven or
bearded. He statel that his appeal to
that journal was the result of a disocussion
with a friend on the point. However, he
provided a list of celabrated clean shaven
men and also of celebrated beavers, as
bearded men are technically termed. Mr.
Ashton was inclined to the belief that the
bulk of the worid's eelebrities were bearded,
while his friend took the other view.

At the outset of this interesting oon-
versation it seems to me that Mr. Ashton
and his friend should have come to some
definite understanding ar to the meaning
of the word “beard.” With regard to the
interpretation of “clean shaven"—that is
to say “entirely shavei™ as to cheek and
chin and throat—it would seem that there
could not poss<ibly he two opinions.

Yet Mr. Ashton's disputant has seen
fit to include in his list of eminent men
who wore their faces nude the Duke of
Wellington (in latter life, at least, a wearer
of cotton wool fittings on his cheek bones),
Sir John Millais (a confirmed whisker
wearer to the day of his death) and Mr.
Joseph Chamberlain (an intermittent
whisker wearer, at any rate, until the age
of 35). In this connection it is interesting
to recall the fact thathe wrote somewhere
in the '60s a farce in one act called “Who's

o .
This admirable exercize in dramaturgy
ocontains 8 significant catchword, placed
i1 the mouth of a ferale servant, “Oh, lock
at his whisserges!” The little paj er covered
volume is very rare and is much sought
after by the admirers of the ex-Colonial
Secretary and enthusiastic whiskerateurs.

1 have said enough to show that Mr,
Ashton's opponent has not dealt fairly
with him. It is not here necessary for me
to instance the numbers of other persons
included in his liat, who at some portion
of their lives (prior to, during,or suhsequent

to the production of the works that have
1r‘nade them famous) wore hair upon their
anes.

Had Mr. Ashton selected an authority
who had directed mcre attention to the
su! ject under disrussion. his own letter
would have been infinitely more valuable
than it ia. I am not tlaming Mr. Ashton.
I am blaming his anonymous friend., a
friend who—it seems to me—was entirely
unworthy to join the hirsute symposium.

Now, as to Mr. Algernon Ashton and his
definition of the word “beard.” Obviously,
it is far too comrrehensive.

By “beard” this eminent liftérateur an-

rarently understands anything in the way:

?1 natural ivy that grows upon the human
ace.

He is wrong.

Possihlv he has been misled by the
Century Dictioray:

Beard (. The cl ose growth of halr on the
chin and parts of the face normally charac-
teristic of an adult man: more specifically’
the hair of the face and chin when allowed
to remain wholly or in part unshaved, that on
the upper lip being distinguished as the
mustache, and the remainder as the whiskers,
or the glde whiskers, chin whiskers, or beard,
&c.!

No doubt it is thia popular and entirel
unscientific work wh&% led Mr. Aahtog
into the error of regarding almost any sort
of hair fiiting as a beard; therefore it {a that
he spoke of Mr. Gladstone, Bismarck, John
Bright, Lord Beaconsfield, Richard Wagner,
%q“wrt I?penoe'x:t. Ar;ht}x{dnarléour. Sir
illiam Harcourt an u Ki
S ir Wi Haror oyl
r iam Harcourt was no more
than Millais was. Disraeli wore ﬂ;‘ég
fitting on his chin; but surely, surely,
it was not a beard. John Bright wore—io
ﬁ'xm it at its worst—a chin whisker; he was
no sense a bearded man. Gladstone
harbored some slight hirsute excrescence
beneath his chin; but did any expert ever
allude to him as a “bearded politician,”
even in conversation with the laity? 'I
doubt it. I doubt it very much,

These, again, are but examples of the
many errory into which Mr. Ashton fell in
his discussion with his friend. Had Mr.
Ashton's friend possessed more technical
knowledge of the subject he would, I'am
sure, have been niore enreful in marshall-
ing his forces of celebrities in Leards.

A “bearded man" is in my humble opinion
—humble, thou I have devoted a life-
time to the sub ect, and therefore I orn
affcrd to srenk on the matter with a certein
air of humility which in anotrer man

might be deemed egotism—a male perscn
who allows “all the hair bulbs on his fece
to grow to their fullest extent.” 'or the

pu of this act a beard includes
and obviously, whiskers.) o,

But for the ourious errors of ths Century
Dictionary and Mr. Ashton it w.uld seem
incredible that any confusion should arise
as to beards and whiskers. It is surely
palpable that the term “whisker” impliea
an isolated growth—an oasis of hair on the
lateral portions of ‘a face rhaven in the
main, while the word “keard” shovld, if
only for convenience soke, be applied to
the maximum hirsute output of w{l
Ie;{um ;{-a o‘wy!:ahle.

ence Mr. Asbton's capricious elloeation

of hia celebrities to one glrw or theﬂgﬂar

| is misleading. At one time he regorcs

whisker wearers as “olean shaven." At
another he deals with them as “bearded
men.”

And it is this very laxnese, this entire
absence of discrimination on the pert of
the lnity that incresses the difficuity of
intelligently enunciating the great whisker
question,

Apparently .nine men out of ten and two

ich the'

| ddtes from the eighteenth

century) S
Dr. Blake Odgers. |
I cannot even ex-

Edward (larke an
can offer no defence.

I}ll‘“‘“ them away. These fittings exis

hat is all that one can say. "

The conclusion of the whole matter is
this: Great men in the past have sonie
times taken a petty advantage of their

reatness, They have been untidy in
their habits, careless of their appearance.

Fashion, the goddess to whom even the
most enthusiastio atheist should bend thn
knee, has exercised no influence upon their
better selves. Many of them, in the pride
of their hearts, have been bearded even
as was the vegetarian Nebuchadnezzar
an he for his strange habits fell on evil

ays.

ut in our time be sure of this, that he
who grows hair upon his face does it ta
mask some infamous trait of character,
to conceal a fanlty set of dental apparatus
o‘r‘to digsemble the ownership of a receding
chin.

A truly great man will, of a surety, have
the courage of the villainy that is his, will

urchase an outfit of artificial snappers or

h)‘o. a great man never has a receding
chin.,

1t is curious that Mr. Algernon Ashton,
one of the leading correspondents of our
day, should be so pleasantly absorbed in
this matter. It may be of interest to him
to know that his tendency in this direction
i3, perhaps, due to some almost unintelligit)le
form of atavism.

The first Alcernon who came to this
country was William de Percy, a Norman
adherent of the Conqueror's. He wae
etrikingly bewhiskered, and on that ac-
count he seems to have heen known among
his friends as William als Gernons or
“William with the whiskers.” What his
enemi»s called him has not transpired, but
nccordinr to Burke “his posterity have
constantly borne the name of Algernon.”

§till the (I am compelled to mention the
word again) whiskers seem to have died
out in the Percy family. Let us‘hope they
will soon die out everywhere else.

wWHy HE DIDN'T GROWL..

Story Told by One of a Party of Four Trying
to Eat a Tough Beefsteak.

Four ‘'men sitting around a restaurant
table eating a very tough beefsteak and all
growling fiercely, except one,

“Why den't you holler?” sdid one of the
growlers to the silent one, “Do you like
tough bheefsteak?”

“No better than anybody else,” said the
fourth man, “but [ had an experience once
over tough beefsteak that has made me
shy about growling at it ever gince,

“At a restaurant where a party of us
were taking our meals at that time, in a
town in C(alifornia, we had, every day.
heefsteak that you would eall this tender
elongside of. Homest, I think it must have
heen tanned or prepa in some way,
hecause it was like a thick hide for tougg-
ness. w
“And we used to growl over that heef-
steak, just as you fellows have been deing
hers, and finally we got real grumpy over it,
g0 that we were alweys sour at the tehle.

“Then [ thought I'd liven things wp a little,

and mavbhe even get the boys to emile onoe
more—they were natnrally a cheerful lot—
by making a little joke over the meals,

“S0 one dgy T brought in a hatchet with
me under my coat, and when our regular
elnbs of heefstenk came on [ gnt the hatchet
out and Irid it on the table. And that
actnelly did make the hovs smile.a little,

“Rut it didn't affect the proprietor thet
wry. He anied the hatchet ns soon as I laid
it on the table and came right over,

““\What you crrrying that hatehet *round
for? he savs., ‘Are von a lnther?

“'No,' I a'ys, ‘I brought that in to cut
up the beefste’ k with.’

“He w & a big man, had been a miner,
and he w: s strong ard able, and a fighter,
and I knew this; but I'd brecught that
hatchet in just for a little joke. 1 had
rat mo’nt anything terrible by it, and I
didn't feel that I hsd done him ary great
wrong, ard 81 1 spoke up good ard bold.

““What's the matter with the steak?’
he siys, his froe getting harder all the
time. ‘Isit tcugh?’ ;

“Is it tcugh'’ I gaid. ‘“Why," and then;
bec' use by this time I wrs getting to be
quite warmed up, I tried to tell him,

“I tried to convey to him as clearly as 1
could just how tough it was: with him
telling me, before I got thrcugh, thag I'd
better get right out ard go eome‘/hers
where the steks twould suit me better
ard starting finully to put me out when f
didr't go.

“And then, of course, my friends came
in, and then the waiters butted in to help
the boss. And then for quite a spell we
certainly did have a strerucus time there
But they put us cut finally, ard I leet my
h.tchet, and in the course of the row,
which had started over that little joke of
mire, I got a handling that wus a good
de:l tougher than the fatenk. I didn't
get around again for three weeks.

“And the moral effect cf that little inoi-
dent, which happered eighteen yeurs ago
this month, has remuined with me ever
gince. I may, occi sionally growl at soms
otBer things, and I thir verz likely we
could do up this cutfit here; but I never
growl, myself, at tough beefsteak.”

gt ts

MASSAGE BY THE BLIND,

In Japan They Alone May Give [t—Are
Taught In Speclal Schools.

From the San Francisco Bulletin.

All visitors to Japan will recall the sad,
soft tones of th= flutes at night, on the sireers,
in coun‘ry lanes, in foreet glades and on the
mountain paths, It is a melodious and plaine
tive tune, always the same, and {t is heard
only when night has enveloped these places
in her shadows.

It is the flute of the blind Amma San, 1hy
mnaesage man and woman. From old mern,
horry wi‘h age, to youne girls in their teers,
thera they wander, the blind people of Japan
Py 12w, s'rictly enforeed, they must be bLlind,
ei her from birth or through some fatali'v
dorine their lives, Thus they gain an honor-
abl living.

With prrfect knowledee, gained by verrs
ofstucvins hoolsspecirlly providedfor then,
they knead, twist and new a'ring eveire
nerve, sinew and tendril in the human bod
Intwohourstime they will rreate a new be i
masterly in their manipulation of the tired
iraveller, the exhausted debauché and '
™ rvous hyprw hendriac, of the woman suffs r-
ing from nevraleia, st k headache orthe veut -
nerses of 8 languid mind and y.

They will fake charge of your body fr--
the Fead to the goles of yonur feet, and «
their ask in compleied, they leave bebind
them a lingering gense of enfire comf ',
of placii well feeline, which mekes Jon v¢
soon crll them back arain, Some 4f 15ves
rirls pre prefty end &ttractive sapd 0"
helplessncas e{ves them an additional charn
Their vanel chrrees ace forty sen per boon,
in rural districts mueh lrops,

British Girl Pickpockets In Parts.

From the New Orleans Times-Democra’

Two tall, fair haired British girls, who g«
their nimes a8 Fanny Sodway and M
Mulldoey, were arrested in Paris rece
while plcking pockets with the help of a !
ingenious device attached to a parasol o=
cinlly constructed for thieving.

In the handle was a spring which o
on a pair of strong nippers concealed v
point of the ferrule. The girls held !
paraso!s under their arms and by mew
the spring would work the nippers to
watch chain.  Then one of them would o

pick the vietim's pocket of hig watch

After being followed by a detective !
were caught redhanded in the act of 2o
fully rellev ng a pedestrian of soje val
personal effects,




